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Get soaked in a sprayground
Thanks to Charlotte’s abundance of free spraygrounds, it’s easy for
kids around the city to remain in an eternal state of sopping wet.
The one at Latta Park, in the quaint, family-filled neighborhood of
Dilworth, is a fenced-in circle well-suited to younger kids. Between the
neighborhoods of Elizabeth and Plaza-Midwood, Veterans Park sports
a giant watery fun zone, shielded from the sun by a giant canopy. For
a quick cool down in Uptown, stop by The Green and send your kids
running beneath the giant fish fountains. And if they can’t get soaked
enough at Cordelia Park’s sprayground in NoDa, an adjacent public
pool charges just $1 per person to swim. Free.

Sing along at party in the park
If you’re looking for Charlotte parents and kids on a Wednesday night in
the summer, chances are you’ll find them at Uptown’s Romare Bearden
Park, sprawled out on picnic blankets and dancing barefoot to Carolina
beach music put on by an energetic party band on stage. The free
concert series runs through September, and guests can bring in their
own food and drink. Bonus: the park features waterfalls and a misting
area. Free.

Peer at birds of prey
The Carolina Raptor Center in Huntersville serves as a safe haven for
37 species of birds of prey, many of which were injured and sent here
from other parts of the country. It’s also an important nesting site for
barn owls and bald eagles. Take a walk on the ¾-mile long—and mostly
shaded—Raptor Walk, stopping to eye owls, osprey, and other stoic,
feathered friends. Plan your visit for a Saturday or Sunday, and you
can chat with knowledgeable docents eager to introduce you to the
red-tailed hawks or British barn owls resting on their gloved hands.
Admission is $10 for adults, $6 for kids ages 5 and up, and free for kids
4 and under.

Cool off at Discovery Place
There are only so many hours you can spend outside before giving
in to the cool confines of the air-conditioned indoors. At Discovery
Place in Uptown you can take a breather while also experiencing
the great outdoors, thanks to the museum’s IMAX® Theatre, where,
through November 18, Robert Redford narrates moviegoers through
a 40-minute tour of our country’s greatest open spaces in the film
“National Parks Adventure.” Museum admission plus IMAX film is $22
for adults and $18 for kids.

Step back in time at Historic Rural Hill
The roots of this historic site, nature preserve, and working farm stretch
back to a Revolutionary War soldier named Major John Davidson and
his wife Violet, who lived here and farmed the land. Today, it’s one of the
last remaining rural stretches of Mecklenburg County, and its recreated
buildings are staffed by volunteer historical interpreters. Festivals and
events like the Rural Hill Scottish Festival & Loch Norman Highland
Games (April), Food Truck Rally (July), and the North Carolina Brewers
and Music Festival (May) draw visitors by the thousands, but on a
normal day, Historic Rural Hill is simply an outstanding place to take
a walk and soak up some local history. Costs $6 for adults, $4 for kids
5-12, and is free for kids 4 and under.

Play at Freedom Park
Nestled between the elegant, historic neighborhoods of Dilworth
and Myers Park, 98-acre Freedom Park has long been considered
Charlotte’s Central Park. With batting cages, baseball fields, soccer
fields, tennis and basketball courts, a lake, and a bandshell that hosts
a summer jazz series, there’s enough here to wear a family out without
spending a dime. The NFL Play 60 KidZone, constructed in 2013 and
painted Panthers blue, allows kids to channel their inner Cam Newton
on up and overs, a running half-pipe, timed 40-meter dash, and more.
Kids can also wander through a real-life retired steam locomotive,
resting next to the park’s playground since 1959. Free.

A look at various body panels used on race cars in the Race Week
exhibit of the NASCAR Hall of Fame in Charlotte.

Hike Crowders Mountain
For decades, young and old have scaled the peaks at Crowders
Mountain State Park to peer at the Queen City from natural, highelevation viewpoints 25 miles outside of town. Start at the visitor’s
center to learn more about these storied kyanite-quartzite formations,
which once marked hunting boundaries for the Catawba and Cherokee
Indians, then choose your route. The Crowders Trail connects to
the Backside Trail, delivering you—via 336 wooden steps—to the
summit of Crowders Mountain, while the Pinnacle Trail Loop leads to
King’s Pinnacle. Both deliver unparalleled views of Charlotte and the
surrounding Piedmont forest. Feel like staying longer? There’s a family
backpack camping area accessible via a one-mile trail, and a nine-acre
lake for fishing and canoeing. Park entrance is free; canoe rentals are
$5 per hour; family backpacking camp sites are $10 per night.

Get creative at ImaginOn
If their noses turn up at the idea of a “fun” trip to the library, your kids
haven’t been to ImaginOn. A collaboration between the Charlotte
Mecklenburg Library system, the Wells Fargo Playhouse, and the
McColl Family Theatre, this Uptown standby has separate library
spaces for babies, toddlers, elementary school-age kids, and teens.
Aisles of dusty tomes these are not: The Loft, for teens, is chockablock
with young adult and graphic novels, comics, and magazines. Middle
and high schoolers will also love Studio i, where they can tinker around
on GarageBand, iMovie, and ICanAnimate. Each library area has its
own schedule of free, interactive programs, from a hip-hop discussion
forum to daily story time. This summer, don’t miss the special exhibit
on Mr. Potato Head, designed for kids 3 – 8. Library access is free and
theatre admission varies.

