GO I NG TH E R E?
See the city through
the lenses of locals
by searching
#WeLoveATL on
Instagram, then tell
us where you’ve
been by using
#SouthwestMag.

BY ALISO N M I LLE R

Georgia’s capital
city has plenty of
main attractions—
Martin Luther King
Jr.’s church and
childhood home, a
museum dedicated
to Coca-Cola, and
the world’s biggest
aquarium—but dig
a little deeper and
you’ll discover an
enchanting patchwork of history-rich
neighborhoods with
an eye on the future.
Before we steer you
toward your ideal
itinerary, we’d like to
learn more about you.

on the green
The courtyard
at Empire State
South calls for
kicking back.

Atlanta
your adventure in
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Atlanta FOODIES
Three of
Atlanta’s finest
homegrown
beers

SweetWater 420 This beloved pale ale pairs with live music, comedy shows, and an artists’ market
at the annual SweetWater 420 Fest, happening April 17–19. Hoplanta Sample Red Brick Brewing’s
easy-drinking IPA while playing team trivia at the brewery on Thursday nights. Bourbon Barrel Drafty
Kilt Monday Night Brewing’s Scotch ale took home gold at the 2014 Great American Beer Fest.

crowd pleaser
Bringing friends?
Bartaco serves
cocktail carafes.

Eat well and
learn to cook

ATL ANTA
BOTANICAL
GARDEN
The Well-Seasoned
Chef Series puts local
culinary masters to
work in an exquisite
outdoor kitchen.

THE COOKING
SCHOOL AT
IRWIN STREET
Many ingredients
are sourced from an
urban farm in the
neighboring city of
College Park.

MA CUISINE
BY ADELINE
A native of France,
Adeline Borra now
helps aspiring chefs
perfect sauces,
pastries, and pasta.
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Pencil in a Patio Dinner

With temperate weather and more than 200 days of sunshine
a year, eating alfresco is a treasured Atlanta pastime. Nosh on
modern Southern fare from Top Chef judge Hugh Acheson—and
play a round of bocce—in the courtyard at Empire State South. If
fish tacos and margaritas are in order, head to Bartaco. And for
an open-air outing with a stellar downtown view, hit the rooftop deck at Six Feet Under and order the Steamer, an aluminum
tray overflowing with oysters, shrimp, crab legs, and mussels.

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF EMPIRE STATE SOUTH (PREVIOUS PAGE), JEFF HERR (BARTACO), ATLANTA BOTANICAL GARDEN, AND MA CUISINE BY ADELINE. PHOTOGRAPHY BY BARBARA DUDZINSKA/THINKSTOCK (HERBS)

KITCHEN AID

Atlanta OUTDOOR ADVENTURERS

run with it
The BeltLine
includes
natural and
paved paths.

Blaze an Urban Trail

In 1999 Ryan Gravel, a graduate student of architecture and
city planning at Georgia Tech, dreamed up the BeltLine, a
pedestrian-friendly loop that would enable people to circle
the city without ever getting in a car. His vision has slowly
unfurled, and now 11 of the planned 33 miles are open. Join
Atlanta’s active set on the 2-mile Eastside Trail, where a path
decorated by sculptures and murals replaces a retired rail line.
When you need a break, park it at the Krog Street Market, a
renovated 1920s warehouse brimming with gourmet food stalls.

The RitzCarlton
Lodge,
Reynolds
Plantation
Toast s’mores
and watch
the sun set
over Lake
Ocone, then
cocoon in a
lavish room.
Callaway
Gardens
This allencompassing resort
in rural Pine
Mountain,
Georgia, offers zip lines,
a butterfly
center, and
hiking trails.
Cedar House
Inn & Yurts
Spend the
night in a
Mongolianstyle domed
tent tucked
in the
woods near
Dahlonega,
a viticulture
hotspot.

OUT WARD
BOUND
The great
outdoors isn’t
far away
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SILVER COMET
TR AIL
This flat, paved trail
stretches 61.5 miles
from Smyrna, Georgia,
(13 miles northwest
of Atlanta) to the
Alabama state line.

CHAT TAHOOCHEE
RIVER
Book a trip through
Shoot the Hooch
to traverse this
waterway by raft,
canoe, kayak, standup paddleboard, or
inner tube.

STONE MOUNTAIN
A 1-mile ascent to
the top of this granite
behemoth delivers
panoramic views of
Atlanta and beyond:
On a clear day, you
can see for 60 miles.

KENNESAW
MOUNTAIN
This Civil War battleground now serves
as an ideal spot for
active sun seekers.
A forested, mile-long
hike leads to the
1,808-foot summit.

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF CHRISTOPHER T. MARTIN (BELTLINE), SILVER COMET TRAIL, SHOOT THE HOOCH, STONE MOUNTAIN, AND KENNESAW MOUNTAIN

Weekend
getaways
worth
the trip

Atlanta MUSIC FANS
walls of fame
The Fox draws
architectural
inspiration from
ancient temples.

HEAR THAT?
Find live music
where you least
expect it

GEORGIA
AQUARIUM
Local DJs and singer/
songwriters provide
the soundtrack to the
adults-only Sips Under the Sea program,
held several times
throughout the year.

Visit a Legendary Venue

With an 86-year history and a performance roster that includes Elvis, Madonna, and the Rolling Stones, Atlanta’s iconic
Fox Theatre is one of the country’s top spots to see a show. This
year marks the 40th anniversary of the Save the Fox campaign,
in which a band of dedicated citizens raised enough money
to buy the theater (then in a state of disrepair), saving it from
destruction and ensuring its preservation. Celebrate with Blue
Man Group (April 7–12), Death Cab for Cutie (April 27), or the
traveling Broadway show Pippin (May 5–10).
Pack in the
jams at these
standout local
music fests

84 southwest april 2015

VARIET Y
PL AYHOUSE
A World War II–era
movie theater turned
music hall, this
intimate venue is a
longtime fixture of
Atlanta’s music scene.

Shaky Knees Music Festival (May 8–10) Trombone Shorty, The Avett Brothers, Ryan Adams, and
others take over a park in the up-and-coming Old Fourth Ward. Atlanta Jazz Festival (May 22–24)
One of the country’s largest free jazz festivals brings performers to three stages in Piedmont Park.
A3C (October 7–11) Hip-hop idols and rising stars perform at more than 30 venues across the city.

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF GENE PHILLIPS (FOX THEATRE), CENTENNIAL OLYMPIC PARK, GEORGIA AQUARIUM, AND VARIETY PLAYHOUSE

CENTENNIAL
OLYMPIC PARK
Starting next month,
the Music at Noon
program on Tuesdays
and Thursdays provides an ideal lunch
break from downtown
sightseeing.

Atlanta HISTORY BUFFS
CONTINUING
EDUCATION

WORLD OF
COCA-COLA
The world’s most
famous beverage was
created by an Atlanta
pharmacist in 1886.
Here, taste more
than 100 other drinks
created by the multinational company.

MARGARET
MITCHELL HOUSE
The Gone with
the Wind author,
an Atlanta native,
penned her prizewinning tome inside an
apartment in this
Tudor Revival home.

WILLIAM BREMAN
JEWISH HERITAGE
MUSEUM
Galleries honor
Atlanta-area Holocaust survivors as
well as Jewish innovators like Maurice Sendak, author of Where
the Wild Things Are.

leader board
Theheadline
museum
make sureboth
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caption isand
visrenowned
ible onheroes.
photo.
unsung

Trace the
Life of MLK
on “Sweet
Auburn”
Avenue
Birth Home
Born in 1929
at his grandparents’
home at 501
Auburn Ave.,
King lived
here for the
first 12 years
of his life.
Ebenezer
Baptist
Church The
civil rights
leader was
baptized here
as a child
and later
served as copastor with
his father.
The King
Center The
final resting
place of King
and his wife,
Coretta, is
also responsible for an
ever-growing
digital
archive of
documents
related to
King’s life.
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JIMMY CARTER
MUSEUM
View objects from
Carter’s presidential
run and beyond,
including the Grammy
he won for his audiobook version of Our
Endangered Values.

Study Civil Rights

One of the city’s best places to immerse yourself in history is
also one of its newest. The Center for Civil and Human Rights,
open since last summer, shines a light on the ongoing fight for
liberty in America and the world. In one exhibit, interactive
video portals introduce visitors to people across the globe who
have been denied their basic rights. In another, you can eye
artifacts on loan from Morehouse College’s Martin Luther King,
Jr. Collection, including handwritten notes from the speech he
delivered in Montgomery, Alabama, after the march from Selma.

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF THE CENTER FOR CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS, WORLD OF COCA-COLA, ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER (MARGARET MITCHELL HOUSE), WILLIAM BREMAN JEWISH HERITAGE MUSEUM, AND JIMMY CARTER MUSEUM

Uncover more
Atlanta history

